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By Mr. KOHL (for himself and Mr. 

HATCH): 
S. Res. 241. A resolution designating the 

period beginning on September 13, 2009, and 
ending on September 19, 2009, as ‘‘National 
Polycystic Kidney Disease Awareness 
Week’’, and supporting the goals and ideals 
of a National Polycystic Kidney Disease 
Awareness Week to raise public awareness 
and understanding of polycystic kidney dis-
ease and the impact polycystic kidney dis-
ease has on patients and future generations 
of their families; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself and 
Mr. NELSON of Florida): 

S. Res. 242. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of ‘‘National Aerospace 
Day’’; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. VITTER: 
S. Res. 243. A resolution expressing the 

sense of the Senate that, upon the establish-
ment of, or enactment of legislation cre-
ating, a public health care plan, Member of 
Congress shall lose access to the Federal Em-
ployees Health Benefits Plan and shall be re-
quired to enroll in the public plan; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mrs. BOXER, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. GREGG, 
Mr. BURRIS, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. 
BAYH, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. DODD, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. UDALL of New 
Mexico, Mr. BENNET, and Mr. BYRD): 

S. Res. 244. A resolution commemorating 
the 45th anniversary of the Wilderness Act; 
considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 205 

At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 205, a bill to authorize additional 
resources to identify and eliminate il-
licit sources of firearms smuggled into 
Mexico for use by violent drug traf-
ficking organizations, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 211 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 211, a bill to facilitate nationwide 
availability of 2–1–1 telephone service 
for information and referral on human 
services and volunteer services, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 240 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 240, a bill to set the United 
States on track to ensure children are 
ready to learn when they begin kinder-
garten. 

S. 428 
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 428, a bill to allow travel between 
the United States and Cuba. 

S. 451 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 

(Mr. FRANKEN) and the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 451, a bill to require 
the Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in commemoration of the centen-
nial of the establishment of the Girl 
Scouts of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

S. 461 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 461, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend and 
modify the railroad track maintenance 
credit. 

S. 538 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 538, a bill to increase the re-
cruitment and retention of school 
counselors, school social workers, and 
school psychologists by low-income 
local educational agencies. 

S. 694 

At the request of Mr. DODD, the 
names of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
REID) and the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 694, a bill to provide assist-
ance to Best Buddies to support the ex-
pansion and development of mentoring 
programs, and for other purposes. 

S. 819 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 819, a bill to provide for 
enhanced treatment, support, services, 
and research for individuals with au-
tism spectrum disorders and their fam-
ilies. 

S. 831 

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 831, a bill to amend title 
10, United States Code, to include serv-
ice after September 11, 2001, as service 
qualifying for the determination of a 
reduced eligibility age for receipt of 
non-regular service retired pay. 

S. 846 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 846, a bill to award a con-
gressional gold medal to Dr. Muham-
mad Yunus, in recognition of his con-
tributions to the fight against global 
poverty. 

S. 883 

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 883, a bill to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in recognition and celebration of 
the establishment of the Medal of 
Honor in 1861, America’s highest award 
for valor in action against an enemy 
force which can be bestowed upon an 
individual serving in the Armed Serv-
ices of the United States, to honor the 
American military men and women 

who have been recipients of the Medal 
of Honor, and to promote awareness of 
what the Medal of Honor represents 
and how ordinary Americans, through 
courage, sacrifice, selfless service and 
patriotism, can challenge fate and 
change the course of history. 

S. 908 

At the request of Mr. BAYH, the name 
of the Senator from New Hampshire 
(Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 908, a bill to amend the Iran 
Sanctions Act of 1996 to enhance 
United States diplomatic efforts with 
respect to Iran by expanding economic 
sanctions against Iran. 

S. 941 

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
MARTINEZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 941, a bill to reform the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explo-
sives, modernize firearm laws and regu-
lations, protect the community from 
criminals, and for other purposes. 

S. 994 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
994, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to increase awareness of 
the risks of breast cancer in young 
women and provide support for young 
women diagnosed with breast cancer. 

S. 1011 

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN), the Senator from 
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) and the Sen-
ator from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1011, a bill to 
express the policy of the United States 
regarding the United States relation-
ship with Native Hawaiians and to pro-
vide a process for the recognition by 
the United States of the Native Hawai-
ian governing entity. 

S. 1056 

At the request of Mr. VOINOVICH, the 
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1056, a bill to establish a commission to 
develop legislation designed to reform 
tax policy and entitlement benefit pro-
grams and ensure a sound fiscal future 
for the United States, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1076 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1076, a bill to improve the accuracy of 
fur product labeling, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1113 

At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1113, a bill to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to direct the Sec-
retary of Transportation to establish 
and maintain a national clearinghouse 
for records related to alcohol and con-
trolled substances testing of commer-
cial motor vehicle operators, and for 
other purposes. 
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S. 1222 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1222, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend and expand 
the benefits for businesses operating in 
empowerment zones, enterprise com-
munities, or renewal communities, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1291 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1291, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow 
employers a credit against income tax 
for the cost of teleworking equipment 
and expenses. 

S. 1401 
At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. BUNNING) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1401, a bill to provide for the 
award of a gold medal on behalf of Con-
gress to Arnold Palmer in recognition 
of his service to the Nation in pro-
moting excellence and good sportsman-
ship in golf. 

S. 1422 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI) and the Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1422, a bill to amend 
the Family and Medical Leave Act of 
1993 to clarify the eligibility require-
ments with respect to airline flight 
crews. 

S. 1461 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1461, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to treat trees 
and vines producing fruit, nuts, or 
other crops as placed in service in the 
year in which it is planted for purposes 
of special allowance for depreciation. 

S. 1480 
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name 

of the Senator from New York (Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1480, a bill to amend the Child Nu-
trition Act of 1966 to establish a pro-
gram to improve the health and edu-
cation of children through grants to 
expand school breakfast programs, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1482 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1482, a bill to reauthorize the 
21st Century Nanotechnology Research 
and Development Act, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1485 
At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1485, a bill to improve hurricane 
preparedness by establishing the Na-
tional Hurricane Research Initiative 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1492 
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 

his name was added as a cosponsor of 

S. 1492, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to fund break-
throughs in Alzheimer’s disease re-
search while providing more help to 
caregivers and increasing public edu-
cation about prevention. 

S. 1501 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1501, a bill to provide a Federal tax 
exemption for forest conservation 
bonds, and for other purposes. 

S. 1536 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1536, a bill to amend title 
23, United States Code, to reduce the 
amount of Federal highway funding 
available to States that do not enact a 
law prohibiting an individual from 
writing, sending, or reading text mes-
sages while operating a motor vehicle. 

S. 1557 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from North Carolina 
(Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1557, a bill to reinstate the In-
terim Management Strategy governing 
off-road vehicle use in the Cape Hat-
teras National Seashore, North Caro-
lina, pending the issuance of a final 
rule for off-road vehicle use by the Na-
tional Park Service. 

S. CON. RES. 14 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 14, a concurrent res-
olution supporting the Local Radio 
Freedom Act. 

S. CON. RES. 25 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Con. Res. 25, a concurrent resolution 
recognizing the value and benefits that 
community health centers provide as 
health care homes for over 18,000,000 in-
dividuals, and the importance of ena-
bling health centers and other safety 
net providers to continue to offer ac-
cessible, affordable, and continuous 
care to their current patients and to 
every American who lacks access to 
preventive and primary care services. 

S. CON. RES. 37 
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. KOHL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Con. Res. 37, a concurrent resolution 
supporting the goals and ideals of sen-
ior caregiving and affordability. 

S. RES. 112 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 112, a resolution designating Feb-
ruary 8, 2010, as ‘‘Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica Day’’, in celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the largest youth scout-
ing organization in the United States. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. LEAHY: 

S. 1578. A bill to amend chapter 171 of 
title 28, United States Code, (com-
monly referred to as the Federal Torts 
Claims Act) to extend medical mal-
practice coverage to free clinics and 
the officers, governing board members, 
employees, and contractors of free clin-
ics in the same manner and extend as 
certain Federal officers and employees; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today I 
am introducing legislation to clarify 
the application of the Federal Tort 
Claims Act and how it applies to free 
medical clinics. In my home State of 
Vermont, free clinics provide impor-
tant health care, and in these tough 
economic times they provide an essen-
tial safety net for many people. Free 
clinics in Vermont and around the 
country are struggling to pay medical 
malpractice insurance premiums, due 
to an ambiguity in the Federal law. 
Current law provides for physicians 
who volunteer in free clinics to receive 
medical malpractice coverage under 
the Federal Torts Claims Act, FTCA, 
but it is unclear whether other profes-
sionals serving the community in free 
clinics are also covered. Existing Fed-
eral law explicitly provides more com-
prehensive FTCA coverage to commu-
nity health centers, including coverage 
for their boards, employees, contrac-
tors and officers. But free clinics cur-
rently must purchase malpractice in-
surance for their board members, em-
ployees, contractors and officers. Pur-
chasing this coverage diverts thou-
sands of dollars annually from each of 
the free clinics in the country. These 
are funds that could be directed to pro-
viding necessary healthcare to the un-
insured. This is especially true in 
States like Vermont, where free clinics 
make a significant impact serving 
those in rural areas. Additionally, by 
removing this financial burden for free 
clinics, the impact of organizations 
like Volunteers in Medicine, which as-
sists in setting up and staffing free 
clinics, will be that much greater. In 
clarifying current law, and at minimal 
expense to the Federal Government, we 
can increase the effectiveness of free 
clinics that serve and care for so many 
Americans. 

This legislation would make it clear 
that FTCA coverage should be the 
same for community health centers 
and free clinics. Both of these institu-
tions deserve our help and play a fun-
damental role in our communities. It is 
my understanding that this clarifica-
tion would not dramatically raise med-
ical malpractice defense costs of the 
Federal Government because free clin-
ics do not perform high risk procedures 
like surgeries or births. I urge my fel-
low Senators to join me in supporting 
the important work that free clinics 
provide our communities. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 
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